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 Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Welcome to our round up of news from Helenswood at the end of Term 5! As ever a busy term, particularly with students in 
all year groups starting or preparing for their exams. I would like to wish all students in Years 11, 12 and 13 the very best of 

luck in their GCSE, AS and A2 exams, some of which have already been taken! You have all worked incredibly hard and  

deserve every success in August. I am really looking forward to celebrating what will, I’m sure, be a stellar set of results. A 
reminder to students in Year 11 to take up the opportunity for extra revision sessions at the Upper School both during the 

half term break, and on Saturday 6th June.  
 

As we end the term, we are also saying ‘good bye’ to a few of our team members: 
 

 Miss Caillaud will be finishing as the French language assistant and returning to her studies in France – bon voyage 

Cecile and thank you for your work supporting students. 

 Mr Garcia-Aparicio will be finishing as the Spanish language assistant and returning to Spain – adios y buen viage Jorge!  

 Mrs Potter will be leaving the Maths Faculty and Teaching Assistant team to take up a new role in another local school. 

We wish her every success, she will be very much missed by staff and students alike. Thank you for your dedication to 
maths, and in particular supporting the Maths Mastery programmes in Years 7 and 8. 

 Ms Courtland-Smith will be finishing as the Year 8 Pastoral Manager this week. We wish her every success in her new 

job, and are sure that she will stay in contact with us to follow the news of her year group! 

 Mr Young will be leaving the Science team at the Upper School. We wish him well in his new school.  

 And of course…. Mrs Sims will finally be retiring after 28 years of sterling service. We are not totally convinced that Mrs 

Sims won’t just turn up at school on Monday 1st June and get on with the job in hand , simply because none of us can 

quite believe that she is finally going to retire! You are a legend at Helenswood in your many roles of PE teacher, Head 
of Year, most lately as Assistant Headteacher and now once again as Head of Year 11. Thank you for all of your hard 

work and dedication to all of the Helenswood girls over the years, enjoy your retirement and don’t be a stranger! 
 

And so we look forward to Term 6. I would like to remind all parents/carers to keep an eye on the post for an invitation to 
our annual Awards Evening. The nominations have now been made and we are looking forward to celebrating our girls’  

inspiring year with you at The Hastings Centre at 4.00pm on Wednesday 15th July. Entry to the event will be invitation only, 

and we hope to see you there. 
 

An event which I do hope many of our families will choose to support is the Charity Curry Night in association with CCC Trust 
(a local charity) and Bay Spice. Together we are hoping to raise £3000 to purchase more books for our libraries. Tickets are 

now on sale and it promises to be a lovely evening of fun and good food! Please take the time to read the article about the 

event in this newsletter and if you would like to purchase tickets please contact us here at school, or via the CCC Trust  
website: www.ccctrust.co.uk. 

 
Have a safe and happy half term break and I look forward to welcoming you all back to Helenswood ready for an 8.45am 

start on Monday 1st June. 

 
With best wishes, 

 
 

 

Lucy Monk 
Principal 

http://www.ccctrust.co.uk
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Its all about the Drama, Baby! 
 
After months of rehearsal and preparation, nine talented drama 
students from Ark Sixth Form East Sussex took a trip to the  
beautiful Marlowe Theatre in Canterbury on Monday 27th April to 
perform in the National Theatre’s ‘Connections’ festival. Their play, 
‘Drama, Baby’ (written by Jamie Brittain – the creator of the smash hit TV programme ‘Skins’),  
revolved around the story of a group of A-Level Theatre Studies students preparing for their final  
exam. A rather apt choice of play, considering the students are themselves in the midst of their final  
A-Level drama performances!  
 
Keira Spray, Andrew McGrath, Rachel Nash, Chantelle Webb, James Crouch, Jack Manser, Mae  
Jackson, Lizzie White and Megan Goodwin produced a performance to be very proud of and the  
audience thoroughly enjoyed every minute. Their hard work and continued character development  
really paid off, and the National Theatre Director commented on how obvious their commitment to the 
piece was. He described it as a ‘professional’ and ‘very well put-together’ piece of work and -  
who knows - they could even be chosen to perform at The National Theatre itself! Watch this space.. 

 



WINS 1066 SCHOOL’S BOOK AWARD 2015 

This years’ 1066 School Book Award culminated in a Presentation Evening in 
the library at St Richard’s Catholic College.  Students from Helenswood  
Academy joined students from Hastings Academy, Bexhill Academy and  
St Richards’.  
 
The winning book is Dead Ends by Erin Lange, a story of an unlikely  
friendship between a bully, Dane and Billy D, a boy with Down’s Syndrome.   
 
 

“Dead Ends is a really good book because it describes all the problems in life. Some people like Billy D 
are born with problems and we can’t help that. It’s just life. 
 
This book inspires me a lot because it has a meaning. Some people are mean but they have  
another side too. 

 
Billy D really wants to find his dad even though he has a 
bad side. However, he is secretly trying to find Dane’s dad 
even though Dane doesn’t want to.  
 
Dane is very sinister even though he is kind. He beats up 
people who he thinks are being mean to Billy D when he 
became Billy’s friend. But before that he used to beat up 
people who had cars just because he wanted one but his 
mum didn’t have the money for it. 
 
 

Billy D is a boy who is easily worried. He also has a problem: Down’s Syndrome. This makes it hard for 
him to read, write and make new friends. But, with Dane on his side the bullies can't get to him. 
 
I love this book so much because it is very realistic. 
 
I would give it 5 /5 stars.” By Elaheh Goodarzi and Willow Andrews Year 8 Helenswood. 

 
 
Elaheh Goodarzi and Willow Andrews  won best review 
and all the students were presented with certificates 
from local author, Catherine Johnson who wrote one of 
the shortlisted books “Sawbones.”  It was great to get 
all the students who had taken part together, talking 
about reading! 
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Have just arrived in the Upper School Library! 
 
Cuckoo Song                                                  Frances  Hardinge 
To Kill a Mocking Bird                                        Harper Lee 
Thirteen Reasons Why                              Jay Asher 
Go Ask Alice                                                 Anonymous 
Before I Fall                                                  Lauren Oliver 
If I Stay                                                    Gayle Forman 
Forever…                                                       Judy Blume 
Delirium Series                                            Lauren Oliver 
Just Listen                                                       Sarah Dessen 
Unwind                                                  Neal Shusterman 
Along for the Ride                                        Sarah Dessen 
Paper Towns                                                  John Green 
The Perks of Being a Wall Flower                    Stephen Chbosky                                     
Casual Vacancy                                            JK Rowling 
All the Bright Places                                        Jennifer Niven 
An Abundance of Katherines                           John Green 
Will Grayson, Will Grayson                            John Green 
Blue Moon                                                       Alyson Noel 
Shadowland                                                Alyson Noel 
Picture Perfect (Geek Girl)                            Holly Smale 
Geek Drama (Geek Girl)                              Holly Smale  
We Were Liars                                                E Lockhart 
 

Collect or reserve your copy from the Upper School Library! 
 

THE BOOK OF THE TERM:  
 
Eleanor and Park 
By Rainbow Rowell 
 
Eleanor is the new girl in town, and she's never felt more alone. All mismatched clothes, mad 
red hair and chaotic home life; she couldn't stick out more if she tried. Then she takes the seat 
on the bus next to Park. Quiet, careful and - in Eleanor's eyes - impossibly cool, Park's worked 
out that flying under the radar is the best way to get by. Slowly, steadily, through late-night 
conversations and an ever-growing stack of mix tapes, Eleanor and Park fall in love. Set over 
the course of one school year in 1986, Eleanor & Park is funny, sad, shocking and true. 
 

Year 11’s and Year 13’s… Please don’t forget to return your Library books before 

you leave Helenswood for pastures new.  
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On Tuesday 7th July at 7.00pm, the academy will be hosting “The Book Banquet”, 
a dinner and auction, with the help of the Compassion Care Community Trust. The proceeds from this 
event will be used to buy new books for our school library, to keep up with the demand from our  
literature-loving students and to make sure we have books to suit all abilities and interests.  
 
This will be a fun and interesting evening, including: 
 
 A delicious meal from Bay Spice in Hastings 
 Waitress service from our wonderful Helenswood girls 
 An auction of exciting prizes  
 A raffle 
 A chance to buy and personalise bookplates for our new books. 
 A chance to meet students, teachers, parents and others who are interested in the school. 

 
Soft drinks will be available at the school and you are welcome to bring your own wine and beer. 
 
If you would like to help us, you could consider donating a prize – skills, experiences or special items 
for our auction, or a smaller prize for our raffle.  
 
You could also buy tickets and come to the event! Tickets cost £25 and are available at the school  
office or at www.ccctrust.co.uk . For further information, please contact 
hbrown@helenswoodacademy.org 
 
There will be other fundraising events over the next term to raise additional funds for a new reading 
scheme and for further library books  
 
 

BOOK BANQUET DINNER AND AUCTION  
In aid of the Helenswood Library  

TUESDAY 7TH JULY 7.00PM TO 11.00PM 
HELENSWOOD ACADEMY— UPPER SITE 
The Ridge, Hastings, TN34 2AF 

http://www.ccctrust.co.uk
mailto:hbrown@helenswoodacademy.org
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Area Schools' Trampoline Competition 
  

A team of nine students entered this year’s competition, performing a set routine followed by a  
voluntary routine. 
 
Tamsin Poole and Phoebe Harris came 4th and 10th in the Year 7 and 8 age group against 40 other 
competitors and Ellie Poole and Riley Bramwell Cole came 2nd & 3rd respectively in the Year 9 - 13  
age group against 20 others.  
 
Maisie Mewburn and Lucy Bailey tied in 4th position in the same category, with Cait Townsend finishing  
9th, Aleisha Collingwood 10th and Hannah Blackwell, 15th. 
  
 

With impeccable conduct and excellent performances the girls were a credit to the Academy. 
  

Well done! 
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Savvy scientists and excellent engineers at Helenswood and ARK William Parker have been putting their 
skills to the test – by building a self-driving robot. 
 
Sixth Form students worked with Hastings-based company General Dynamics UK to build the robot. 
 
Six A-level students were tasked with designing, manufacturing and testing a motorised vehicle which 
could detect obstacles independently and warn the user, before presenting the finished project to  
General Dynamics. 
 
The project was part of General Dynamics’ Engineering Education Scheme, which helps students  
experience careers in science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM). 

Graeme Hunter, Head of Science at Helenswood Academy, said: “What was really amazing about the  
Engineering Education Scheme was that it gave science students a practical understanding of how to  
apply what they’ve been studying to real-life engineering problems. 
 
Having that experience of working with a big engineering company like General Dynamics will give them 
a real edge in their university applications and when they go into the world of work. 
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The Careers Department are in the process of being reassessed for the “Investors in Careers Award”, 
the Assessor will be visiting the academy on the 10th June 2015 to check that we are delivering the  
Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance in the correct way.   
 
We will need student volunteers (2 from each year group) to discuss with Sue Whittaker (Assessor) how 
you have found your CEIAG lessons – if you wish to volunteer please email  
jlyons@helenswoodacademy.org  
  
Please help us to continue with the Award.   
 
Thank you for all the positive feedback we have received so far. 
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NEW STUDENT LIBRARIANS  
APPOINTED AT THE LOWER 
SCHOOL 

 
 

Students from Year 7 and 8 have been appointed to train as Student Librarians.  

They were interviewed by their peers and will also be mentored by them.  

Well done to :  

Ellie Clark, Keri Hough, Jasmine Vaughan, Dana Woodhams, Lily Pierce and Prima Rahman. 
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The ski trip helped me to develop physical skills.  I had to overcome challenges that I had never taken on  
before.  On the second day we faced our first red slope at the face of the mountain. We developed new skills  
and I became more confident within myself, knowing I can face challenges.   
 
The coach journey involved a lot of banter and we all became very close and got to know new people. 
 
Going on the ski trip with the 6th form was also really nice as we had a mixture of ages on the trip. It allowed us 
to build up new friendships and socialise with people we haven’t before. 
 
The activities we did in the evening were one of the most enjoyable parts of the trip.  We became very  
competitive on the quiz night and the games night and started to learn things we never thought we knew. 
 
The teachers on the trip were lovely and made the trip so special .  This trip was one of the best experiences in 
my life and will always be one of my best memories. 
 
 
By Febienne Fuller, 
Head Girl 2015/16 

The ski trip was excellent! 
 
The instructors were friendly and supportive which made me feel more confident as I 
learned how to ski.  In the evening, we did activities like Austrian bowling, a quiz night 
and a games night.   
 
In every activity both the students (and teachers) were competitive and friendly.  As 
Helenswood, Ark William Parker and Ark Sixth form all went on the trip it meant there 
was a huge range of different ages . 
 
One of my favourite parts of the trip was meeting up with everyone after our day’s skiing 
and sharing our success stories on the journey back to the hotel.  The entire coach 
would sing along to the music and it made the group feel very close.  I also enjoyed the 
Austrian bowling because it helped with team building and I feel the group really  
bonded. 

 
I made a lot of new friends, became closer with old ones, developed new physical skills and had so much fun.  
I think it is incredibly important that the trip continues taking place.  I think it is so important to mix with other 
schools, especially in the Ark family and skiing is an excellent way to do it because it helps you develop new 
skills. 
 
I had no idea when I signed up for the trip that I would leave with amazing memories and new friends. 
 
By Carly Bailey, Year 10 
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BRONZE 

SILVER 

GOLD 

Well Done! 

Charlie Mellish 9EV 

Hannah Dine 7HS 
Sasha Doyle 7HS 
Shannon Stewart 7HS 
Abbey Spencer 7JC 
Millie Bowers 7SC 
Mary Taylor 7SC 
Macie Grosvenor-Sear 8CA 
Ellie Clark 8EP 
Niamh Langan 8ML 
Millie Bowden 9MF 
Fuchsia Hedger 9MF 
Neve Morley 7JC 
Ashleigh Daultry 8BC 
Kacey Crane 8EP 
Lily Sullivan-Rouse 9EV 
Mollie Worth 9KH 

Lili Amor 7HS 
Phoebe Harris 7HS 
Prima Rahman 7SC 
Sammy Kelly 8EP 
Jordan Stevens 8EP 
Shaniqua Bishop 9LM 
Katy Norcott 8RH 
Rebeckah Brunton 9LM 
Aimee Vinicombe 9KH 

Danielle McInerney 7HS 
Danuja Sooriyakumar 8CB 
Saffron Humphrey 7SB 

PLATINUM 

For the effort 
and  

commitment 
shown by 

your  
daughter 
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DLWP Photographers Masterclass 
3, 4, 5, & 7 Aug 
10am – 4pm 
13-18 Years 
Tickets: £100 for the course  
Master a range of creative photographic techniques this summer on this 4 day course - explore colour, light and 
composition. Experiment with shutter speed, aperture and exposure. Work with photographic artist Lindsey Smith 
to produce a portfolio / mini exhibition of high quality images inspired by the architecture, exhibitions and  
location of De La Warr Pavilion. You will also have the opportunity to gain a Bronze Arts Award, for more  
information on the Arts Award visit  www.artsaward.org.uk or contact Natalie Trimby on 01424 229103 or  
natalie.trimby@dlwp.com  
 
Own cameras required. 

 

Young Peoples’ Workshops  

   E
V

E
N

T
S

 

Inside/Outside Innovators  
Wed 27 May 
2.00pm – 4.00 pm 
For ages 13 – 17 years  
Tickets: £4.00 
Explore aspects of the exhibition and views from 
the Pavilion through digital photography and  
creative writing experiments.  
 
Led by artist and writer Wendy Anne Greenhalgh. 
 

Swift Stills: Moving Image Machinery 
Tue 26 May 
2.00pm – 4.30 pm 
For ages 13 – 17 years 
Tickets: £4.00 
Inspired by the superfast films of John Stezaker  
experiment with card, paper and found images to 
make marvellous moving image machines including  
thaumatropes, zoetropes and flipbooks.  
 
Led by artist Sharon Haward 

http://www.artsaward.org.uk/
mailto:natalie.trimby@dlwp.com
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Helenswood Academy Term Dates: September 2015 to August 2016 
 
 

School Term 1 2015 (East Sussex)  
Wednesday 2nd September 2015 to Friday 23rd October 2015  
 
Staff Training Days:  
Wednesday 2nd September 2015 and Thursday 3rd September 2015  
 
Autumn school holiday 2015 (East Sussex) – Monday 26th October 2015 to Friday 30th October 2015  
 
School Term 2 2015 (East Sussex)  
Monday 2nd November 2015 to Friday 18th December 2015  
 
Staff Training Day:  
Monday 2nd November 2015 
 
Christmas school holiday 2015-2016 (East Sussex) – Monday 21st December 2015 to Friday 1st Janu-
ary 2016 
 
School Term 3 2016 (East Sussex)  
Monday 4th January 2016 to Friday 12th February 2016  
 
Staff Training Days: 
Friday 12th February 2016  
 
February school holiday 2016 (East Sussex) – Monday 15th February 2016 to Friday 19th February 
2016  
 
School Term 4 2016 (East Sussex)  
Monday 22nd February 2016 to Thursday 24th March 2016  
 
Spring school holiday 2016 (East Sussex) – Friday 25th March 2016 to Friday 8th April 2016  
 
School Term 5 2016 (East Sussex)  
Monday 11th April 2016 to Friday 27th May 2016  
 
May school holiday 2016 (East Sussex) – Monday 30th May 2016 to Friday 3rd June 2016  
 
School Term 6 2016 (East Sussex)  
Monday 6th June 2016 to Friday 22nd July 2016  
 
Staff Training Days:  
Friday 24th June 2016 
 
 

*Please note that there are 5 further staff training days to agree for 2015-2016* 


