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Dear Parents/Carers 
 

And so we come to the end of another busy half term. This edition of the newsletter will give you a flavour of the  
extracurricular activities which Helenswood students have had the opportunity to enjoy in the academy. Of course this 
doesn’t reflect the day to day work that staff and students complete to ensure that they are making great  
progress towards achieving some wonderful GCSE, AS and A Level results. I would like to take this opportunity to  
congratulate all Year 11 students on a second set of really great mock exams recently, and to the Year 9 students who 
also sat their mocks – well done on such a good start to your public exam career. Year 11 students will be hard at 
work during the Easter break preparing for their GCSE exams, which commence in early May this year. Don’t  
forget to check out the Easter Revision School timetable to plan your time in school as well as committing to your own 
revision at home. You can find it by visiting the academy website: http://helenswoodacademy.org/sites/default/files/
Easter%20Revision%20School.pdf 
 

We will be saying good-bye to some members of the team this term: 
 

Mr Wood (ICT Teacher) and Mr Kromm (Cover Supervisor) have only been with us for a short time, but we wish them 
every success in their new roles. Year 11 students were saddened to hear that Miss Ryan (Pastoral Manager) was not 
well enough to return to the academy, and we all wish her a speedy recovery and every success in the future. Mrs 
Sims (Assistant Principal) will be looking after the year group as they head towards exams and on into the 6th form, 
and as an experienced Head of Year, we know that they are in safe hands. Mr Parks (Head of Humanities) has been a 
wonderful member of the team, leading not only the team of Humanities teachers, countless trips and our new  
rewards system during his time with us. We wish him every success as he returns to Bexhill High Academy. And finally 
Mrs Hook (Cover Supervisor), whom many of you will have met over the years as she has held a huge variety of roles 
in the academy. We hope that you will all remember our mantra: ‘Once a Helenswood girl, always a Helenswood girl’, 
and that you will not be strangers to us. You have all been great members of the team and will be missed. 
 

So it is also with the greatest pleasure that I am able to announce that our new Head of Humanities was once a 
Helenswood girl herself! I am sure that you will all join me in congratulating Miss Warburton on her change of role 
from Lead Practitioner to Head of Faculty. Miss Warburton is an outstanding teacher and I know that she is looking 
forward to leading the team when we return in Term 5. 
 

As we think ahead I would like to draw your attention to the academy term dates for 2015-2016 which are included in 
this newsletter. Please note that there are an additional 5 training days yet to be agreed and we will republish these as 
soon as they are available. The school day will remain the same for 2015-2016. 
 

Please remember that Term 5 is summer uniform, and therefore all students are allowed to wear the jade green polo 
shirt, with the academy blazer, academy skirt or academy trousers. Please do ensure that all students are in smart 
school shoes. Trainers and plimsoll type shoes are not part of the academy uniform and will receive a uniform default. 
Our students look incredibly smart, and we all work to ensure that this remains consistent. 
 

Have a safe and peaceful holiday and I look forward to welcoming you back to the academy on Monday 13th April at 
08.45am, ready and raring to go! A reminder that Term 5 finishes on Friday 22nd May at 3.20pm, and that the  
academy will be closed to all students on Monday 4th May for the May Day Bank Holiday. 
 

With best wishes 
 
 

Lucy Monk 
Principal 

http://helenswoodacademy.org/sites/default/files/Easter%20Revision%20School.pdf
http://helenswoodacademy.org/sites/default/files/Easter%20Revision%20School.pdf
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Helenswood have formula for  
success at maths tournament 
 

Maths whizzes from Helenswood Academy were more than 
the sum of their parts last week after success in a tourna-
ment against schools from across the South East. 
 
A team from the school secured a place on the  
tournament podium, which saw them host – and  
compete against – schools in London and Portsmouth as 
part of its provision for Gifted and Talented students. 

 
Helenswood Academy, which last year had Hastings’ highest percentage of students achieving five A*-C 
grades at GCSE including English and maths, competed against partner schools from the Ark network, a 
group of high-performing schools from across the country. 
 
As an extra competitive element to the day, Helenswood entered two teams and the 'prize' for the  
winning Helenswood team was to take part in another maths challenge against local schools (at  
Robertsbridge Community College) on Monday 16th March. 
 
Students were welcomed with some challenging starter questions to start their mathematical brains 
whirring. The teams then competed in a 'Crossnumber' round, which is like a crossword but with  
numbers instead of words. Half of the team had to complete the across clues and the other half,  
the down clues, without conferring.  
 
The next round was called 'Head to Head', the teams needed to complete chains of four questions, in 
which the answer to the first question was needed for the second question; the answer to the second 
question was needed for the third.  
 
Helenswood came second in the tournament, after Charter Academy, Portsmouth. 
 
“It was great. It was working in a team under pressure BUT in a fun way.” 
           Amber Pearson  Year 10 
 

On 4th March 2015, four students from Years 8 and 9 represented Helenswood Academy at the  
Regional Final of this year’s UK Mathematics Trust Team Maths Challenge. The event was held 
at Robertsbridge Community College and 14 local schools took part. 
 
The competition combines mathematical, communication and teamwork skills and offers pupils  
another way to express and develop their enjoyment of Mathematics.  The rounds included many 
challenging maths problems, including a crossnumber, relay race and shuttle round.  
 
Congratulations to Ella Taylor, Lily Rothermel, Nadia Daniel and Ellen Southgate. 
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Helenswood hosts Paralympic  
athlete in blindfolded volleyball 
game 
 
An inspiring Paralympic athlete has been leading  
students at Helenswood in a game of blindfolded  
volleyball. 
 
The match was run by Claire Harvey, who captained 
Team GB’s sitting volleyball team in the 2012 London 
Olympics as part of an International Women’s Con-
ference which celebrated inspirational women around 

the world. The event saw students at the school discuss issues and themes marked by International 
Women’s Day last Sunday.  
 
Speaking before the match, Claire, who was paralysed in one leg in 2008 after an accident, told  
students at the school how she had overcome a life-changing injury to become an international  
Paralympic athlete. 
 
During her speech, Claire told students: “If I could change anything then I would change the  
pressure that young women feel, and the inhibitions that they have about other people's  
perceptions of them. Just think of the power that you would release if you stopped worrying about  
it all.”  
 
Students from the school then played blindfolded volleyball, using a special ball with ball bearings 
inside to pass the ball from player to player. 
 
Deputy Head Girl, Martha Adeyinka, who helped organised Claire’s talk, said: “The speech was really 
touching – afterwards, students came up to speak about times when they’ve overcome adversity, 
which was really emotional as well.  The day has given us the motivation to push ourselves and 
make sure we all reach our potential.” 
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Helenswood Dance Show —  
stunning performances  

 

Helenswood were joined by dancers from local primary schools Ark Little Ridge, Ark Blacklands and 
Guestling Bradshaw, who performed pieces based on subjects they had studied in school – including 
the Wild West, Egypt and the Amazon Rainforest.   
 
Helenswood Academy’s Head of Dance, Elaine Vanner, said: “It was fantastic to see all of the  
students’ reaching such a professional standard – not just from Helenswood, but also from the local 
primaries”. 

 
The parents said they were truly amazed by the talent displayed and that it was a thoroughly       
enjoyable and entertaining evening. 
 
Some of the audience were moved to tears after watching the poignant interpretation and  
expression of some of the works, whilst others remarked at the incredible originality of the A Level 
and GCSE course work. 
 
Well done to all those who took part in this inspiring event! 
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ARTS CHAMPIONS ATTEND MEETING AT  
THE DE LA WARR  
 
Arts Champions from Helenswood and other schools and colleges came together to finalise their 
ideas for an exciting temporary site-specific project to be presented at the De La Warr Pavilion. 

 
 
 
 

The temporary intervention will be 
situated in the De La Warr building  
or an outside space between  
June 12th — June 30th 2015 
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Fundraising @ Helenswood 

RED NOSE DAY 

 

 

 

Total raised £532.47  

 
 

Total raised £703.30 
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Creativity in Construction 
A Level Dance students stomped Hastings Pier in an  
exciting site-specific dance work. 
 
Sticks, brooms, tubes and newspapers all added to the 
rhythm of the stomp style piece.   
 
Students wore workman's boots, high-vis jackets and 
hardhats to compliment the uniform of the construction 
workers. 
 
The dancers devised their own work which included involving the workmen in a tango, Swan 
Lake style steps and one was even lifted much to his amusement! 
 
The day was part of the Hastings Pier Educational project.  It was filmed by Jake Bowers—
Education Research Coordinator for the In Living Memory project.  Once the film has been edited 
it will appear on the Helenswood website and will be shown at the Pier Hub. 
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Year 10 Drama students  attended the perfor-
mance of Blood Brothers the Musical. 
 
Blood Brothers  is a heart-warming story of two 
brothers separated at birth, brought together 
again through friendship . 
 
Students commented: 
 
“Great story line and very sad at the end.” 
 
“Seeing this play has given me an insight into 
live Theatre, which will really help towards my 
coursework.” 
 

 

Year 11 GCSE Drama students creating a devised controlled assessment piece based on the true  
story of Irish criminal, Michael Cahill, in the 1970s.  This will be the final group exam piece.  
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Year 7 Design and Technology students created amazing 
alarmed boxes to protect their most treasured possessions. 

 

 
 



Inspire  .  Achieve  .  Excel  

Amber Rudd, our Member of Parliament for Hastings and Rye, came to see our Head Girl, Annie 
and six Year 10 students : April Stansfield, Febienne Fuller, Anna Smart, Chantel Markowski, 
Mehrun Nessa, Hannah Blackwell and Jess Warburton to say congratulations to Helenswood  
Academy for achieving the best exam results in the Hastings last year. 
 
They also had a long discussion about their views on voting and why they felt young people were 
not engaging with politics.  Amber asked their advice on what politicians should do to make 18—24 
year olds want to vote. 
 
Our girls discussed whether social media could be a way in. They thought of an idea for young 
people to register on line, and they created, on paper, an APP and an advertising poster. 
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Victoria Papdi 8CB 
Coralie Louis 9CW 
Lauryn West 9EV 
Cerys Rogers 9EV 
Rosie Greenwood 7JC 
Kiera Parris 7JC 
Georgia Medhurst 7HS 
Hasini Nettikumara 8CB 

Layla Fisher 7JC 
Melissa Ryslinkova 8CA 
Keri Hough 8EP 
Lucie Blandford 9LM 
Morgan Glen-Martin 9LM 
Cerys Rogers 9EV 
Betsy Read 9EV 
Coralie Louis 9CW 
Morgan Mayo 7HC 
Beth Bennett 7HS 
Libby Cosson 7HS 
Emily Smith 7HS 
Megan Benton 7JC 
Kayla Felstead 7JC 
Isabella Webb 7SC 
Lauren Futcher 8BC 
Trixy Davies 8CB 
Maria Espinira 8VS 
Jessica Starnes 9CW 

Abigail Dixon 7HC 
Beth Marshall 8CA 
Danielle McInerney 7HS 
Amelia Keeling 8BC 

 

BRONZE 

SILVER 

GOLD 

Well Done! 
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Helenswood Academy Term Dates: September 2015 to August 2016 
 
 

School Term 1 2015 (East Sussex)  
Wednesday 2nd September 2015 to Friday 23rd October 2015  
 
Staff Training Days:  
Wednesday 2nd September 2015 and Thursday 3rd September 2015  
 
Autumn school holiday 2015 (East Sussex) – Monday 26th October 2015 to Friday 30th October 2015  
 
School Term 2 2015 (East Sussex)  
Monday 2nd November 2015 to Friday 18th December 2015  
 
Staff Training Day:  
Monday 2nd November 2015 
 
Christmas school holiday 2015-2016 (East Sussex) – Monday 21st December 2015 to Friday 1st January 2016 
 
School Term 3 2016 (East Sussex)  
Monday 4th January 2016 to Friday 12th February 2016  
 
Staff Training Days: 
Friday 12th February 2016  
 
February school holiday 2016 (East Sussex) – Monday 15th February 2016 to Friday 19th February 2016  
 
School Term 4 2016 (East Sussex)  
Monday 22nd February 2016 to Thursday 24th March 2016  
 
Spring school holiday 2016 (East Sussex) – Friday 25th March 2016 to Friday 8th April 2016  
 
School Term 5 2016 (East Sussex)  
Monday 11th April 2016 to Friday 27th May 2016  
 
May school holiday 2016 (East Sussex) – Monday 30th May 2016 to Friday 3rd June 2016  
 
School Term 6 2016 (East Sussex)  
Monday 6th June 2016 to Friday 22nd July 2016  
 
Staff Training Days:  
Friday 24th June 2016 
 
 

*Please note that there are 5 further staff training days to agree for 2015-2016* 


