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Helenswood Academy 

A Specialist Academy in the Performing Arts 

Arts Policy 

Arts in the curriculum 

As a Specialist Academy in the Performing Arts, Helenswood is committed to providing an 
extensive and invigorating provision of arts for students throughout their Academy career. 

We believe the arts are a fundamental part of the Academy curriculum, enabling students to 
develop vital creative skills which will enhance their skills across all subjects and allow them 
to explore a cultural environment which will enrich their lives. 

The skills the students learn through active engagement in performing and creative arts, 
and through extended access to outside practitioners and partnerships will provide 
opportunities to develop the learning and creative potential of each individual. 

Arts at Helenswood 

We offer extensive access to the arts at Helenswood and Parkwood Sixth Form. Students are 
offered weekly lessons in art and design, music, dance and drama at KS3. This is extended 
to include photography at KS4 and options for music, dance, drama, art and design, 
photography and media at KS5. 

All areas are monitored closely through the Faculty Raising Attainment Plan, regular 
moderation and lesson observation. 

Data on the progress of students in the arts subjects is monitored each term to ensure 
quality of impact of our provision. 

Helenswood Arts Link 

A body of arts practitioners meet regularly to observe and review our arts work and evaluate 
our progress. This group includes governors, artists, local and regional practitioners and arts 
administrators. This provides an objective overview of our provision and the quality of our 
work. 

The Arts Link governor reports back to the whole Academy governors and updates key staff 
on developments in the arts. A review of progress takes place every other term. 

 

Reference is made in italics where arts practice links directly to Academy Development and 
Improvement Plan. 

Arts Policy 

Key Aims 
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To ensure all children and young people experience the richness of a broad arts 
curriculum 

 Art and design, dance, drama and music are offered as discrete subjects to 
all year groups at Key Stage 3 
 Students have the opportunity to study one or more arts subject at Key 
Stages 4 & 5. 

 An extensive range of extra-curricular activities are offered in all arts subjects 
across all key stages 

 Extra-curricular activities are open to all 
 Students have the opportunity to take Arts Award Bronze and Silver at KS3 
and Arts Award Gold at KS5 

 The Helenswood Performing Arts Passport is offered as an alternative award 
to all students 
 Curriculum content and extra-curricular clubs and activities are regularly 
reviewed as part of faculty quality assurance 

To provide every child and young person with opportunity to be inspired by the 
arts and achieve success through the arts 

 Specialist Academy targets are set and individual targets are identified for 
each student. Personal progress is monitored through termly data collection 

 The learning environment, facilities and resources are monitored through our 
Quality Assurance programme to ensure high quality provision 

 Arts specialist teachers participate in Academy CPD training programmes and 
ensure learning is disseminated through faculty training 
 Performing Arts Administrator, Arts Technician and Teaching Assistants 
support high quality arts provision 

 Students are offered extensive range of educational trips to outside 
organisations (e.g. theatres, art galleries, concerts) at all key stages 

 Regular workshops run by visiting professional artists are offered at all key 
stages 

 Helenswood celebrates arts partnerships with local, regional, national and 
international sources to ensure students are exposed to a range of cultural 
opportunities 

 Students are encouraged to develop their power of expression through 
innovative use of space, media and technology 

To strengthen and develop partnerships which make the arts sustainable and 
bring benefit to children, young people and the wider community 

 Helenswood continues to develop links with local and national organisations 
(e.g. Royal Shakespeare Company, Cultureshift, De La Warr Pavilion) to offer arts 
programmes for students across all key stages 

 Arts links with local primary Academys are established and planned as part of 
the arts calendar 

 An extensive range of concerts, performances and exhibitions take place 
throughout the year, both in Academy and in local venues to ensure the Academy 
and wider community have access to our arts programme 

To nurture artistic talent and develop the children and young people’s 
transferable life skills that arise from successful arts education. 
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 Students are encouraged to develop their creativity and imagination through 
active engagement in a range of arts activities 

 Students develop key group work skills through arts activities including risk 
taking, collaboration, questioning, critical awareness, and flexibility 
 Arts staff develop an extensive cross-curricular programme with other 
subjects including classroom projects, cross faculty training and team teaching to 
develop transferable creative skills  

 Students are offered a range of opportunities to extend and develop their 
artistic skills through imaginative planning in the classroom and a bold extra-
curricular programme 
 Student Researchers play a key role in developing student voice in the arts 
and ensuring relevance and quality of provision 

 Students are encouraged to support and promote arts events through back 
stage, front of house and audience participation 

 Helenswood provides effective guidance towards potential future careers in 
the arts through one to one interviews, visiting practitioners, career events, work 
placements and collaborations with UCH, Chichester, Brighton and Sussex 
universities. 

 

 

 

 

 


